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ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EUR-08 L-01 H-02 INR-05 PM-03 

PRS-01 SP-02 CIAE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 MC-01 EB-03 OMB-01 

ACDA-10 SSO-OO INRE-00 USIE-00 /064 W 

031432 

O P 300936Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6007 
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER PRIORITY 
CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GER PRIORITY 
CINUSAFE RAMSTEIN GER PRIORITY 

SECRETNOFORN BEIRUT 10964 

LIMDIS 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PINS, MASS AU LE 

SUBJECT: SHIPMENT OF AUSTRIAN MACHINE PISTOLS 

REF: A. AMEMBASSY VIENNA 7342 (NOTAL) 

B. USDAO VIENNA 428/281 105Z AUG 75 (NOTAL) 

C. AMEMBASSY VIENNA 7381 (NOTAL) 

D. USDAO BEIRUT IR’S 6857 0080 74; 6 857 0024 75; 

6 857 0056 75 AND 6 857 0077 75 (NOTAL) 

1. REFERENCES A THRU C REPORT THAT ON 25 AUF 75 AUSTRIAN 
AUTHORITIES CONFISCATED 4,000 STEYR MACHINE PISTOLS( WHICH 
HAD BEEN DECLARED AS "MACHINES") AFTER A DELAY IN THE ARRIVAL 
OF A TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT AND OTHER MINOR IRREGULARITIES HAD 
AROUSED THE SUSPICION OF AIRPORT OFFICIALS. THE REFERENCES 
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NUMBER N 723 PA, OPERATED BY UNITED TRADE INTERNATIONSL OF WILMINGTON 
DELAWARE. 

2. TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT (A BOEING 707 FORMELY OWNED BY PAA AND 
OPEROR SARKIS SOGHANALIAN ARE WELL KNOW TO EMBASSY DAO. 
WASHINGTON'S FRESHEST MEMORY OF SARKIS WILL BE THE NEWS COVERAGE 
AND SUBSEQUENT CONTROVERSY OVER ISSUNACE OF EXPORT LICENSES 

TO SARKIS'COMPANY FOR SOME 2000 CALIBRE .45 PISTOLS. SARKIS 
IS AUTHORIZED AGENT IN LEBANON FOR COLT INDUSTRIES AND FAIRCHILD 
SPACE AND DEFENSE SYSTEMS. AS SUCH, HE HAS SOLID CHRISTIAN 
POLITICAL LEADERS CHAMOUN AND GEMAYEL AND IS THEIR PRINCIPAL 
MUNITIONS PROCURER. 

3. THUS EMBASSY IS CONFIDENT THAT CONFISCATED STRYR MACHINE 
PISTOLS WERE ULTIMATELY DESTINED FOR BEIRUT AND LEBANESE CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA. 

4. PREVIOUS REPORTS ON ARMS PURCHASES FOR LEBANESE MILITIA ARE 
CITED IN REFERENCE D(NOTAL). 

GODLEY 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONFISCATION, MILITARY EQUIPMENT, SMALL ARMS, ARMS SHIPMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT10964 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X3 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750301-0207 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975081 /aaaaaajz.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 75 VIENNA 7342 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 APR 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <01 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 
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EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHIPMENT OF AUSTRIAN MACHINE PISTOLS 
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